The Spectacle

Watching this spectacle of “Biblical
proportions” unfold, I'm reminded of
a line from the movie Patton. “How do
you like Morocco?” the King asks the
American general as the two review
troops of lancers riding camels. “Oh I
love it, Your Majesty,” Patton replies
with a wry grin. “It’s a cross between the
Bible— and Hollywood!”

As is this. No doubt it takes this
level of a production to give savvy East
Coasters a theatrical experience even
they will find impressive. No special
effect is spared. Tell the kids; this stuff
is Star Wars/Spielberg level, with audio

any further explanation here.

Flashy stuff aside, the production
values are sky-high at every level. In
one scene, demonic throngs cavort in
the palace of a Darth Vader type villain
whose entourage includes spear-carrying
giants sporting armor and dreadlocks.
A merger of lighting design and
costuming causes parts of the costumes
to seemingly burst aflame with swirling
colors— a brilliant effect.

For those who think musicals too
exaggerated, unreal and corny for their
tastes, do this; come see actors who
are masters of their craft, for as actor
Jimmy Stewart advised to aspiring
wannabes, “never let the acting show.”
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animatronics unsurpassed by even
Disney! And it isn’t any of that cgi
computer fakery. This is an in-your-face
reality show! Memorable effects include
pounding thunder, lightning, rain, and a
scene of The Ark under construction that
reveals four levels of workers both inside
and out, complete with scaffolding,
cranes, and pulleys hoisting buckets,
equipment and dangling timbers. The
loading of the The Ark is, of course
breathtaking. Donkeys, zebras, camels,
and wagonloads of fowls, freight and
small mammals are led aboard, while
amongst them everything from geese,
skunks, horses, monkeys, goats and
sheep scamper up the gangplank by
themselves. Giant tortoises struggle to
keep up. Meanwhile, flocks of birds fly
into The Ark from afar. As to what is
real or unreal, have fun guessing. Not

to spoil a grand surprise, but once The
Ark is afloat; it will appear that another
passenger seems to be aboard. You. For
the sake of the experience, we will forego

This cast of over 45 was gleaned from
across America, and they are the best.
Even in a “larger-than-life” medium
such as a big scale musical of song

and dance, every expression, every
gesture appears authentic, natural, and
absolutely real. And here’s another cause
for appreciation: each one has dedicated
their talents, their careers, their lives to
“the mission.”

Revelations

Amid many a festive scene, an
undercurrent of tension is growing.
Throughout the first and second Act,

it is quietly amassing its power, like a
menacing wave building at sea or dark
storm clouds gathering to unleash violence
in the heavens. A flood is coming,

Thus begin the revelations. Not only is
the Noah story presented to us on a multi-
level stage, it is speaking to us on multi
levels of our lives. It is the story of our
past. It is the story of now. It is the future.

Anyone who walks with God can
relate to the Noah scenario. It’s what
happens when a person is drawn to
the Lord, making a choice somewhere
along the line to become a secker of His
presence. Inevitably, there comes an
encounter. The Creator of the universe
reveals Himself as the loving father. It is
a calling to Himself. It requires breaking
away from another world, for ours is a
world divided.

On this stage, the show’s villainous
character seduces with a cultish
overtone, offering earthly wealth,
pleasures and conveniences in exchange
for complete worship and subjection to
himself and his rule. Noah, the seeker,
the believer, the follower of the One
True God proclaims a contradictory
message. It leads to a collision. The
message is this: A flood is coming. But
there is an Ark.

So the people must choose. Will they
believe the man with the message and
the plan of salvation, or give in to the
seductive, convenient powers that rule
the earth?

Then comes the testing, when reality
doesn’t line up with the Man of God’s
message. When the message looks
silly and unreal in a very real world.
When it becomes a target for mockery,
scorn and persecution. Then strangely,
mysteriously, the Man of God is left
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